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Yet but far the most important evidence for the existence of early Jewish book illustration is
not the miniatures illustrating Jewish legends that are found in later Byzantine manuscripts,
but Dura itself [...] cannot be explained without the use of richly illustrated manuscripts

as models...*
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This other reading allows the image to have a particular verse from Esther as its subject
at one moment and different narrative at another moment, depending on how it operates

for its reader\ viewer.'"!
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The man who designed the painting [...] used biblical narrative [...] with the same freedom as he
did the pagan symbolism, not to illustrate biblical incidents but to express an idea of his own. Here

is allegory in art as clearly as Philo's writings give us allegory in pagan language.
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