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"Pascal, once wrote that all mankind's misfortunes spring from just one cause: 'he does not know .12
how to sit still in a room'. I like that: it makes me less ashamed to admit that I am a poor traveler.
Places interest me, but more and more often the mechanics of getting to them defeats me, especially
that nightmare of the modern world, the international airport. For this reason, the inner journeys that
people make in their lives have adsorbed me more than the outer ones. Therefore I follow Voltaire's
.(advice: when I want to travel, I turn to my library" (Peter Whitfield, 7ravel, Oxford 2011, p. vii
"If Pascal were sitting quietly in his room thinking, it would probably be about God and the universe.
If he thought of travel at all, it would probably be to wonder if he would understand God and the
universe any better if he were to travel abroad a little — which he never did. But that would be tall
order, wouldn't it? That would be asking a great deal of travel literature, just as it would be asking
a great deal of poetry, science, philosophy and any other genre." (Peter Whitfield, Travel, Oxford
(2011, p. xi
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