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therefore, took the form of rather deeper breaths of an air that was still
part of the atmosphere of the Roman Mediterranean.
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Before we accuse Julian to wishing to “‘put the clock back™ we have to
be very sure indeed that in the notoriously slow-moving world of the
Roman Empire — and especially in Roman attitude to the gods, who,
after all, being immortal, changed as little as the face of the heavens —
the finger to the dial had even moved appreciably. Julian’s “reactions™,
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Thomas L. Brauch, “The Emperor Julians’s Theocratic Vocation™, Society of Biblical
Literature Seminar Papers no 25, 1996: “Julian envisioned the Empire as a theocracy under
Helios. He says in his Against the Galileans that the traditional pagan gods are actually
providential manifestations of Helios protecting the nationalities of the Empire [[15D-116B).
Julian accepts even the Jewish Yahweh as such a national god [106A-E]. Julian considered the
Empire, therefore, as a confederation of national ¢ults which represented aspects of Helios’
. -supreme power” {pp. 297-298)
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