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Words cannot describe the wave of emotion which swept over the Jewish masses, over all
Jews who had preserved Jewish feelings and Jewish thoughts in their hearts and minds,
when these world-stirring announcements became known to them. It seemed to them that
the apparently unending Jewish exile had finally reached a glorious termination, that the
sufferings and persecution and misery which had seemed the inevitable accompaniment
of Jewish history and now vanished into the abyss of the past. It seemed, indeed, that the

days of the Messiah had arrived. [...] I understood those feelings and felt them myself.”
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