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An ugly incident occurred at Pinsk, held by the company of a Major Luzynski. In Pinsk,
as in other towns held by the Poles, all public meetings had been banned for fear of civil

disturbance. A guard of only thirty men was posted. On 5 April, the soldiers were called to
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a meeting taking place behind closed doors. They assumed it to be a Bolshevik meeting.
When resistance was offered, and a crowd formed, they feared a trap. They seized thirty-
five people as hostages, whom Luzynski then ordered to be summarily shot to make an
example. The town was pacified. But the incident was to have international repercussions.

Pinsk was a Jewish town. 20,000 of its 24,000 inhabitants were Jews."
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