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“Few concepts have been so misunderstood in Jewish history as che shtetel, the East European 24
townlet [...] Many Jews in the west whose forebears came from a shretel have a mental image of some kind
of 'ghetto. When they visit their ancestral homerowns, they are not infrequently shocked to discover ample
seized houses with Chagall-like asymmetries and large ovens, set in huge orchards, amidst a handful of
wide streets and charming town square, surrounded by forests and fields on all sides. Lithuanian shretelach
are generally on fatland and very often on the banks of rivers, streams and lakes.”
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Riding through Lithuanian and Belarus, it is not too difficult even coday to get feel of which” 25
town was a shretel and which were not. A shtetel has a town square with a church. Settlement without
these tow features were called a dorf or yishev (‘hamlet’ or 'settlement’) [...]"
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