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In this review, we evaluate the claim that translanguaging in the classroom supports the
development of the bilingual lexicon by enhancing crossdinguistic transfer. To address
this issue, we integrate findings from psycholinguistics and educational sciences in order
to identify how effective pedagogical practices for monolingual children can be extended
to pedagogical practices for bilingual children. We show that both monolingual and
bilingual children benefit from teaching strategies that strengthen the mental connections
between semantically and phonologically related words, and that for bilingual children,
these strategies should support both within- and cross-language connections. We argue
that by stimulating the use of the home language in the classroom, translanguaging
strategies like multilingual label quests and multilingual reading and writing can
strengthen cross-language connections and, thereby, facilitate cross-linguistic lexical
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